Interval cancers and sensitivity in the screening centres of the UK trial of early detection of breast cancer.
The incidence rates of interval cancers following a negative breast screen in two screening centres which offered women aged 45-64 annual screening by mammography and/or clinical examination are examined. Sensitivity of screening is estimated by comparing the incidence rate of interval cancers with that expected in the absence of screening, and the results are compared with those from alternative methods of calculating sensitivity. The incidence rate of cancers diagnosed within 12 months of a negative screen by mammography plus clinical examination was reduced by 70% for women aged 45-54, and 84% for women aged 55+. There is no indication from this that sensitivity in the UK trial was substantially lower than in other studies which have achieved larger reductions in mortality.